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i By Ro‘bm Wmﬁht ‘
" Speclal to The Washinzton Post o

s ALISBURY Rhodesia—For most of his Iife, Rob«

. ert K. Brown was one of those guys who just drifted
e—from soldiemng to logging and mining, .selling

‘weapons to - teaching ;xudo, conbtmctlon workto |
guardlng armored Gars,. -

- 'Then he saw the marketing potentlal in his ex- %

ploits and started calling himself a “professional ad-.
1 venturer.” Now Brown'is makmﬂ' a:small fortune.
7 telling: others how to be one, too.: 3

For the past 18 months, the’ 44-year-old pubhshe '
7 and editor of the quarterly Soldier of Fortune, “the
_fighting man’s factual mmagazine” has become. ‘tha”
.- chief spokesman and . source ot' mformatlon for

** American mercenanes Sl :

=.© It wag his Colorado-based ma"azme that ra an
" advertisement for Daniel Gearhart, a Vietnam vet- %
" eranfrom-. Kensington, Md., who was looking “for’
_employment as a m g:enary Through the ad, Gear-
“"hart signed up last February ‘with’ pro-Western
. forces fighting in’ Angola’s civil war, He was cap-
... tured by the Cuban-backed opposition after only...
i""three days-in action, tried and executed. The advers
tisement was cited by the Angolan judge as one- of
. the-main reasons for “the death sentence, and asiar
" indicator of Gearhart’s character and intentions.:
.- Articles and advertisements in Brown's magazine
“glso-have helped the majority of an estimated 400.
Americans-find thelrway into the Rhodesian army,’
bolstering the-wh:te-minon’cy government in xts bat. |
% tle with black nationalists, . . -
.- iBrown, a former: Green Beret and Vxetnam vet:
eran, seems. almost & caricature. He is a’ hulkmgm
tough guy’ talking.’ big -money . exploits;: advanced 3
..weaponry, and “kill. #atios.” He proudly boasts about 5
- hig 14 scars from a- mortar in Vietnam, and uses: pr
famty in every sentence.i: ;
-_t ‘His magazine- aImost*appear to
feamring articles. like;”
" Oust:a “Reéd - Regime,’
" fighting Techniques.”: ¥ ; :

. The advertisaments are also eyewatchers,
deals on original ‘World War II Nazi helmets, weap-:-
onry for “men of action” and posters of barechested.
women fondling automatic rifles, .= 7 7 Louwwns

“lvYet the. clas ifieds are perhaps~the host: 'cellma %;
- readin.g‘ One advertiser sought recruits, saying he is:’
_attempting to sell a “Complete military. unit to for-.;
‘eign government.™ . “Will~be. dirty :job. with'- little -
glory,” the ad said. ‘Another ad sought “'mercenary ,
work anywhere” for a man who described himself as™
an.“ex-Marine: countermsurgency expert who spent
two tours in-Vietnam.”’ % .: v b
¢ The combination apparenty D :
Brown claimed-that there are 12,000 subscnber§ :ind .
106,000 paid cireulation after only five issues.
* The Vietnam war-appears t¢ be the main fac
'that made Soldier of Fortune possible.™” ;- s o0

““Americans have recently had experience in war,
a sense of involvement inthe internationaj Commu»
nist aggression.” A Yot of these guys came back em-"
bittered, psyched ahout further [Communist] expans-s
:ions, like in Angola‘or Rhodesia,” Brown said dur-,

‘ng ar interview in, Rhadesiﬂ Mvs@’Fgrﬂalﬁi,,.
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H't?’g“‘ “It Wag also’'tough for.a lot of these guys to’ gd

'-‘ ket their military skills, the only skxlls man.y q
',;; them have, eélsewhere.”

N : Dancer and’ Dasher were' hangin'f dead on h oks i

) and hold:them for $56 million’ in ansorm, gt
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Y jobs when they got back. So theyre trying to may

{In a recent 1nterv1ew thh the Vulaf'e VO.\Ci
Brown elaborated: “Thanks to Vietnam, the large=
number of unemployed combat-trained soldiers.i
the world is in the United States* today That’
whereI foresee most of the new mercenames corr
ing from.” ;. - Eee el LT

o7 Figures purportedly from a recen.t readershlp su1-
i Vey show that 56 per cent of the magazine's readers =

ku-are veterans and. that the average reader owns |
82,650 worth of weapons. The sampling also revealed ;
that 43 pe cent earry more than $1z) 000 a year and

4 that 54 per cent are collef’e graduates
r;,r; "By Brown’s own admission, however, he peddles
2, < information on a fleld in which he has limited expe~

#Tlence. In his first escapade-in the late 19503, Brown .

+'said he made three trips to Cuba to try to con’cact

:“Fidel Castro,. then a guerrilla leader. Brown said
sithat as at collede student he belonged to’a. group
thab opposed ‘the old Cuban dlctatorsth. ‘He was
never able to contact Castro; however. - - AR

:In the 1960s,. Brown acknowledged, -he almost
;_-; hooked up with a plot to bomb the palace of Haitian .
President “Papa - Doc” . Duvalier; and in the-early
1970s he said he negotiated with the "sister of -an
.American jailed in Mexico over. an escape plan,. but
another mercenary group got the deal. - ¥
“: Last year Brown was outmaneuvered on the A
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golan mercenary effort by recruiter Dave Bufkin...
> ‘Brown laughingly admittéd: he has’ never been in-
olved in &- “big-time” mercenary exploit, the type
his magazine advertlses and writes about. <
‘He s5ald_his; mlhtary experience has been hrmted
to two stints in the U. S. Army between 1954 and |
1937 and between 1968 and 1970, when he. said he’
served in Vietnam as an mtelhvence officer com-
' ‘manding :12'GIs in charge of- 570 Vietnamese sol-
- diers.. He ys he 1s stlll )

: me cenary 1mage One year hé “sent ‘out Chxistmas
. cards with a cartoon of himself on a unicorn"with a

ance spearing Santa Claus..:Reindeer Rudolph

‘the corner.- A
- Another’ year o sent’ -out: Happy Tet » el "
markmg the Viethamese new year, with a pictute of'
imself’ in» fatigues\holdmv a submachme gun., In-

-«The mustachloed publlsher is also a mihtant -
ervative; actively-promoting anyone:who wants to ]
r‘fight for‘the Rhodesian white-minority government, :
% and still embittered by the loss su.ffered by the two |
;-,;, pro-Western forces in Angola. . .\v." 3

““As far as.funding the.ant!- Commun!st forces Tin,
‘? ' Angola) does,oall we'had ito do ‘was sponsor-a few’
" hundred- mercs and pull the same ploy that Castro -
§ did-with \the Bay“of pigs prisonerHapture 1,200

ue edltoriahzed




